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MEDIA RELEASE							 Tuesday 30 August 2011
Employment Program launched to prevent homelessness for marginalized women
The Hon. Kate Ellis, Minister for Employment Participation and Minister for the Status of Women today officially launched the unique McAuley Women’s Employment Program. 
Minister Ellis said the program, run by McAuley Community Services for Women, addressed the barriers to employment of women - who suffered family violence, mental health issues or periods of homelessness. 
Minister Ellis said: “McAuleyWorks has a dual approach which involves working with women directly to assist them to develop pathways to employment and financial independence as well as working with employers to build their capacity to support employees who are experiencing family violence.”  
Jocelyn Bignold, CEO at McAuley Community Services for Women, says family violence affects 1 in 5 adult women in Australia and two-thirds of women who reported violence from a current partner were in paid employment. Family Violence is one of the largest causes of women and children’s homelessness. Our family violence crisis service reports that 1 in 3 women also suffer from depression, anxiety or other mental illnesses. 

“The effects of family violence often spill over into the workplace; impacting on the victim’s productivity, their attendance at work and their ability to engage with colleagues or customers. 

“The Victorian WorkCover Authority estimates that workplace violence costs $57 million per annum. It has been estimated that family violence costs the Australian economy $13.6 billion in lost production each year. 

“Our program works with women who have spent years struggling to survive; often being unemployed for many years, facing significant barriers to employment.  

“Family violence leads to unstable employment which can lead to homelessness; this program supports women in finding and maintaining employment to prevent that. 

“Many mainstream employment services do not have the capacity to support women in these circumstances. Employment is essential for women escaping family violence; it gives them the resources to gain and maintain independence, to build a positive and safe future for themselves and their children”, Ms Bignold said

Contact:  Claire Coxon, Communications Manager 
Ph: 0418 850 759 or 9261 2053 
Email: ccoxon@mcauleycsw.org.au    
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